
THE

CALYPSO
NEWSLETTER OF THE DOROTHY KING YOUNG CHAPTER

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
Volume 2023  Apr - Jun

Volume 2023 Apr - Jun

Conservationist Spotlight: Peter R. Baye

The Environmental Partners of Mendocino Coast presented 
their annual Environmentalist of the Year Award to Peter R. 
Baye during a potluck lunch held at the Greenwood Community 
Center in Elk. The CNPS Dorothy King Young chapter hosted the 
event and Nancy Morin, President of the DKY chapter, presented 
the award. Here is an excerpt of her remarks:  

Peter Baye fits the description of a Renaissance man: someone 
who embraces all knowledge and develops their own capacities 
as fully as possible. He has the most enthusiastically inquiring 
mind of anyone I have ever met. And he brings to bear his talent 
and knowledge to the issues of environmental discovery and 
conservation in so many ways.  

Peter received his B. A. in Philosophy and Biology from Colby 
College in Maine and his Ph.D. from the University of Western 
Ontario, with a thesis topic comparison of European and 
American beachgrass (Ammophila spp.) growth responses to 
sand accretion and salinity. He has built on and expanded the 
knowledge he gained ever since. He has been a botanist for the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Endangered Species Program, for 
which he developed recovery plans for tidal marshes in central 
and northern California, and for specific coastal plants of the 
northern San Francisco peninsula. He was USFWS rep to the San 
Francisco Bay Area Wetland Habitat Goals Project. He has a 
deep and operational understanding of the Clean Water Act and 
National Environmental Policy Act, and Endangered Species Act. 
He has worked on a wide range of projects centered on nature-
based sea level rise adaptation and shoreline erosion control 
of coastal wetlands and beaches. In addition to identifying 
problems, Peter worked on finding solutions — including 
techniques for adapting tidal salt marshes to sea level rise 
impacts. Much of his work has focused on designing vegetation 
restoration, management, and monitoring plans. He has 
developed reintroduction plans for endangered species, as well 
as management plans for invasive species.  

If you take decades of experience with what works and what 
doesn’t work, a brilliant mind that understands how all the

components of nature work — the geology, the soils, the 
water, the hydrology, the plants, the plant communities, the 
animals, microbes, and fungi — you get something 
very special.

Peter’s long 
experience with 
environmental 
regulations and 
the limitations of 
various agencies 
charged with 
managing lands 
and resources 
results in 
someone who 

can respond to development proposals, timber harvest 
plans, and regulatory proposals in ways that go to the heart 
of the issues. This is the most effective way to work with 
land managers and agencies.

A natural teacher, Peter’s enthusiasm and knowledge, and 
quest for more knowledge, spill out joyfully. He teaches 
wherever he is and that joy is contagious. He also has a 
quiet interest in ethnobotany and the historical ecology 
of California’s native tribes and language groups, as well 
as the conservation of traditional knowledge. He is also 
interested in the history of botany in San Francisco. He has 
served on the Board of the Friends of Gualala River and 
advised on the development of Mill Bend Preserve (see p.4). 
His discoveries and observations are featured in Jeanne 
Jackson’s Mendonoma Sightings, and he writes a column 
for the DKY chapter titled “Botanical Gems,” which offers us 
a wealth of information on plants in our area. He grows a 
wide range of native plants and has a wealth of knowledge 
about gardening techniques on the coast that he shares at 
our plant sales. The Bay Institute named Peter a Bay Hero 
in 2016, and we as Mendocino Environmental Partners 
are proud to extend his recognition up the coast with the 
Matthew Coleman Environmentalist of the Year 2023 award.
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President’s Column

Hosting the annual Environmental Partners Potluck 
this year, where we honored Peter Baye, was a great 
way to start the 2023 spring season. Plans for a 
wildflower show this year and regrouping after the 
burning of our treasured Gualala Community Center, 
are coming together. This should be a fascinating 
year for plants thanks to record rains and a long, 
very cool winter. Who knows what will bloom? 
Having the show a week later than normal might 
mean we will have a few more shrubs in bloom too. Rhiannon 
Korhummel has some great plant walks lined up for this year, and 
webmaster Jim Gibson keeps the DKY website (www.dkycnps.
org) updated with upcoming events, plant lists, and much more. 

As the earth freshens, we are updating the look and content 
of our Calypso newsletter. Six issues a year is more than our 
small group of volunteers can manage, so we are transitioning 
to a quarterly publishing cadence. Christine Schomer drew the 
current logo, which has served us so well for decades. We are 
now thinking about how to translate her work and the ideas 
that the beautiful, complicated Calypso flower evokes into a 
new form and use.

An exciting development is that native plant gardening, which 
has had less attention over the past few years, is gaining 
momentum with the public. Our November plant sales were 
stunningly successful and included a more extensive offering of 
seeds. The annual potluck talk by Phil Van Soelen on gardening 
with native plants was inspiring, and several chapter members 
are interested in possibly setting up a monthly get together 
on Zoom so more people can connect on the subject of native 
plants. We can collectively provide input to the state CNPS staff 
to help improve Calscape https://calscape.org/ so it works well 
for gardeners in our area. 

Teresa Sholars and her team are gearing up for another season 
of mapping and assessing the plant communities on the coast. 
Their work, which fills a huge gap in the big picture of vegetation 
in California, has also informed the identification of Important 
Plant Areas https://www.cnps.org/conservation/important-plant-
areas in western Mendocino and Sonoma counties, and now is 
an important consideration for the California Sensitive Natural 
Communities Initiative: https://www.cnps.org/vegetation/
sensitive-natural-communities. 

There is a lot to do, and a lot
  to look forward to this spring!

Upcoming Events

Celebrate the Coast
By Julia Larke

This yearly event promotes the Point Arena-Stornetta 
Unit of the California Coastal National Monument. 
Activities include guided nature walks and docent 
stations at the Point Arena Lighthouse and along the 
monument’s 3.5 mile coastal trail, display tables at City 
Hall, and an open house at the Mendocino College Field 
Station. Representatives from the DKY chapter will be 
there to discuss native plant gardening, and Lauren 
Hammack of Prunuske Chatham Inc., the environmental 
consulting firm that implemented The Nature 
Conservancy’s Garcia River estuary project, will discuss 
logjam habitat structures and other aspects of the 
project that are designed to improve rearing habitat for 
juvenile coho salmon. Shuttle service is available 9:30 am 
to 4:00 pm from City Hall, the field station, bend in the 
road, and the lighthouse. To provide sustenance for this 
day of discovery, local purveyors will have food stations 
set up at City Hall, the Field Station, and the Lighthouse.

    
Annual Wildflower Show

By Susan Wolbarst

Saturday, June 3 
Sunday, June 4

The CNPS DKY chapter will hold its annual Wildflower 
Show on Saturday, June 3 and Sunday, June 4 2023, 
from 10 am to 4 pm each day at the Coast Life Support 
District’s Bill Platt Training Center meeting room (38901 
Ocean Drive in Gualala, across the street from Redwood 
Coast Medical Services). The show is usually held at the 
Gualala Community Center, but that’s not possible this 
year as the Center was recently destroyed in an arson 
fire. Volunteers are needed to set up the show on Friday, 
June 2, 2023 after 2 pm and to tear down the show 
after 4 pm on June 4, as well as to gather wildflowers 
and label them with appropriate identification cards. 
During the show, volunteers will be needed to answer 
questions about wildflowers and membership in CNPS.
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Cardamine californica - Milkmaids
photo: Katy Pye  

Rubus parviflorus 
Thimbleberry  photo: Katy Pye  
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Upcoming Plant Walks
By Rhiannon Korhummel

Spring is here…which means it’s time to get outside and 
revel in the botanical beauty that abounds all around. 
Listed below are the plant walks that the DKY chapter 
has planned so far. The best place to see and RSVP for 
our upcoming walks is here at the DKY website Activities 
page. All walks are free and open to everyone. Emails will 
be sent at least a week before each walk as a reminder.

April 8 — Lichens of Coastal Conifer Forests at 
       Van Damme State Park 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

UC Berkeley Lichen Curator Klara Scharnagl will lead a walk 
through our coastal conifer forests teaching about lichen 

ecology and identification. The diversity of trees and shrubs 
at VanDamme provides various habitats for many lichen 

species.
 

April 15 — Redwood Ecology at 
       Hendy Woods State Park 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Locally renowned State Park Interpreter Steve Jahelka will 
show us the incredible world of redwood forest ecology. 
Steve has worked at Hendy Woods for many years and 

knows the place better than most! 

May 7 — Faulkner County Park (East of Boonville on 
Mountain View Road)

Join us in exploring the three trails of this 40-acre park which 
will take us into second growth redwood, mixed evergreen 
forest, and oak woodlands. Faulkner County Park is known 

for its azaleas!

May 13 — Ten Mile Dunes 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Jim Gibson will lead a walk around the fascinating ecosystem 
of Ten Mile Dunes, which is home to several rare species. Jim 
has been exploring and teaching about the plants of the Ten 

Mile Dunes for over a decade.

June 3 — Coastal Wildflowers at Point Cabrillo 
10:30 to noon

Learn native coastal prairie and coastal scrub plant species 
along with some of their pollinators with local nature 

author Katy Pye

June 4 — Peter Douglas Trail at Shady Dell in Usal
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Come explore the many plants along the Peter Douglas trail, 
which was partially burned in 2019. Wildfires can stimulate 

a wide array of interesting plant species from the 
disturbance it causes.
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Celebrate Pollinators at the Mendocino Coast 
Botanical Gardens

Saturday, May 20th from 10 am-2 pm - Enjoy a superb spring 
day at the Gardens. All ages are invited to explore, observe, 
and engage in protecting our pollinators and native plants. 
Regular admission applies for this family friendly event at the 
Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens (18220 CA-1 in 
Fort Bragg.

Help Monitor Sudden Oak Death (SOD)
June 10 and June 12

Sudden Oak Death (SOD) 
is a disease caused by 
the plant pathogen 
Phytophthora ramorum, 
which kills oak species, 
including the tanoak 
(Notholithocarpus 
densiflorus). California 
bay (Umbellularia 
californica) is the main 

carrier of the disease. None of the samples taken from our 
area over the past five years have tested positive for the 
pathogen, but it is important to continue monitoring since the 
influence of our changing climate is not known. The pathogen 
also infects rhododendrons, camellias, and other common 
horticultural plants, causing ramorum blight.  

If you are interested in contributing to a citizen scientist 
project to monitor SOD (this will be the 16th year that the 
project has run): (1) Register https://www.cognitoforms.com/
UCB2/SODBlitz2023Registration, (2) watch this instructional 
video: https://nature.berkeley.edu/matteolab/?p=3314, (3) 
pick up your sampling materials between 10am-12pm on 
Saturday, June 10, either in Anchor Bay in front of the store or 
in Mendocino in front of the Ford House, and (4) return your 
samples to the same places on Monday, June 12, between 
3-4 pm.
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Local Conservation News & Updates

What Does Cutting the Green Tape Mean?
By Julia Larke

The Garcia River Estuary Enhancement Project to 
improve rearing habitat for 
juvenile coho salmon was the first 
project in California to receive a 
Cutting the Green Tape Statutory 
Exemption for Restoration Projects 
(SERP) as part of the California 
Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). Because CEQA provides 
environmental oversight on such 
projects, what does a cutting the 
green tape exemption mean? 

California's Cutting the Green Tape initiative of 2021 is 
designed to "increase the pace and scale of ecological 
restoration and stewardship by amending and 
streamlining various government processes" (Source: 
The California Natural Resources Agency). This effort 
to fast-track restoration projects arose for a number of 
reasons, one being that CEQA's rigorous environmental 
review process is seen by many as a hurdle to restoration 
efforts, and another being greater awareness of a need to 
strengthen ecological resilience in the face of a growing 
global ecological crisis.

Peter Baye, who will cover the first year results of the 
Garcia River Estuary Project in an upcoming conservation 
article, points out that one controversial issue of Cutting 
the Green Tape is: "Exemption from CEQA means 
exemption from any public comments or notice ahead of 
a project; no input would take place into how monitoring 
is done or reported, or what is covered." This exclusion 
of public and outside expert comments is a loss of 
participation in democratic decision-making. If CEQA 
law is to be revised, retaining this important component 
should be thoughtfully considered. The exemption 
sunsets in 2025 and it is hoped by then the best of CEQA 
can be aligned with the need to rapidly respond to the 
ecological challenges of our times.

Peter Baye and the Mill Bend Acquisition 
By Kathleen Chasey

When the ‘For Sale’ sign first appeared at the 113 acre Mill Bend 
site along the Gualala River, Peter Baye gave essential guidance 
on how to approach a possible community acquisition. He 
supplied generous counsel on the benefits of seeking a formal 
constraint analysis that informed the appraisal and provided 
expert contacts that made these reports come to light. These 
two reports guided our negotiations both with the seller and 
the funding agencies. The successful acquisition of Mill Bend by 
the Redwood Coast Land Conservancy was built on a foundation 
that Peter helped build — here’s a big thank you to Peter for his 
generous support!

Affiliate event

Saturday, May 13 & Sundays, May 14 at 7am | Workshop: 
“A shared vocabulary for bird sounds” w/ Mendocino 
Coast Audubon Society 
Half-day workshop on advanced listening skills: parts of 
a sound, tone qualities, bird sound vocabulary, etc. All 
experience levels. $35, limited to 15. 
South Coast: May 13, 7 a.m. at Mill Bend Preserve Office 
(46902 Old Stage Rd. Gualala. Contact: Cheryl Harris 
cheryleharris@sbcglobal.net to register.
North Coast: May 14, 7 a.m. at Russian Gulch State Park 
(Hwy1). Contact Haley Ross hayleyhross@gmail.com 
to register.

   
Status Update on the Mendocino Bushmallow 

      By Lauren Iverson

Keir Morse of the CNPS Sanhedrin chapter recently helped 
downgrade Mendocino bushmallow (Malacothamnus 
mendocinensis) from the 
California rare plant status 
CRPR 1A (presumed extinct) 
to CRPR 1B (Plants rare, 
threatened, or endangered in 
California). This work builds off 
of Jim Xerogeanes’ observation 
of a new population of M. 
mendocinensis near Lake 
Mendocino in 2016. Before this 
find, only one other population was known, 
and no plants have been documented there since 1939. To read 
more about this exciting unextinction, visit:

 https://www.patreon.com/posts/no-longer-79033876. 

Photo: Keir Morse

Should We Support Off-Highway Vehicles in 
Mendocino National Forest?

By Lauren Iverson

The Mendocino National Forest is asking 
for public input on its grant proposal to 
the California Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Division (OHMVR). Grant funds 
will be used to enhance facility maintenance 
and operations at seven off-highway vehicle 
(OHV) staging areas in Mendocino National 
Forest, including support for facility cleaning, 

garbage collection, vegetation removal and trail tread restoration. This 
request also includes funding for volunteer coordination, supervision 
of adopt-a-trail projects and monitoring for wildlife habitat and soils. 
Public comments must be submitted before May 1, 2023. The proposal 
is available for public review at: 
https://olga.ohv.parks.ca.gov/egrams_ohmvr/user/home.aspx.  



DKY Botanical Gem of Gems: 
Calypso bulbosa (Linnaeus) Oakes var. occidentalis. B. Boivin

Article and photos by: Peter Baye

Calypso bulbosa has been the revered totem native orchid species of the Dorothy King Young 
chapter of CNPS for decades. It has a special place in DKY history as one of the favorite 
‘wildflower jewels' of Dorothy King Young herself, growing prolifically on her redwood forest 
home parcel, and featured on the cover of early editions of her pioneering Mendocino Coast 
wildflower book. Calypso bulbosa evolved into the logo of the DKY chapter (drawn by Chris 
Schomer, a former lab tech of Teresa Sholars in the 1980s), and became the namesake of the 
DKY newsletter. 

As a California transplant, I never take Calypso bulbosa orchids for granted, no matter how 
large the population size or distribution here on the North Coast. I spent my teens searching 
for the ultra-rare, east coast Calypso bulbosa var. americana. It was a holy grail plant in Maine, 
motivating me to explore mosquito-laden wet forests as far as I could travel on bicycle in early 

summer, always without success. The mythological namesake, Calypso (a reference to concealment) was apt in northern New 
England, but not here: it is still thrilling to find these folk-named “fairy slippers” commonly thriving, flowering, and spreading 
gregariously through redwood and douglas-fir leaf litter here on the Mendocino-Sonoma coast. Our region is like an El Dorado of 
C. bulbosa orchid abundance, despite the population declines caused by excessively frequent and widespread disturbances from 
intensive timber harvests. 

Calypso bulbosa is a winter-spring blooming coastal forest floor orchid in our coastal climate. Mature plants develop from corms 
— bulb-like structures with food storage, embryonic leaves, roots, and flowering shoots. The corms can form smaller offset corms, 
to replace those exhausted by seed production or damaged by herbivory. The tiny dry-dormant corms start to grow whenever the 
decaying leaf litter of conifer forest becomes persistently wet and spongy after heavy fall-winter rains. C. bulbosa is the only orchid 
in our flora that produces winter leaves. Corms produce a single oval to ovate leaf, up to 6-8 cm long (rarely to 11 cm), almost flat 
to the humid litter surface. Leaf emergence can begin as early as late September in some years 
of significant fall rains (like 2022), or as late as January-February in years of extreme winter 
drought. When the leaf litter layer dries in late spring or summer, Calypso bulbosa leaves wither, 
and the corms go dormant, recharged with food from months of leaf activity.

Large, crowded Calypso bulbosa colonies grow in patterns that are suggestive of rhizome spread, 
but no typical creeping rhizomes are produced; all C. bulbosa individuals are seedling-grown 
individual plants. Specialized rhizomes do occur, but not for clonal spread. When C. bulbosa 
leaves emerge in fall or winter, so do a few short roots, sometimes (not always) along with short-
branched “coralloid” rhizomes — callus-like growths that resemble tiny masses of coral, similar 
to structures on non-green orchids like Corallorhiza. The unusual rhizomes provide nutritional 
functional adaptations. Recent research has shown that the specialized coralloid C. bulbosa 
rhizomes are especially rich in connections with wood-decaying fungal hyphae and mycorrhizae 
that infuse the rhizome and root tissues (endophytic fungi). Calypso bulbosa seedlings, like all 
orchids, were previously known to be mycotrophic (relying on fungal nutritional support). But 
tracer studies using radioactive isotopes of carbon and nitrogen have shown that even leafy 
green photosynthetic C. bulbosa adults derive only part of their food energy from sunlight, and part of their energy (carbon) from 
wood-decaying fungi, like non-green mycotrophic (fungus-dependent) orchids. They also tap fungi for nitrogen, often a limiting 
nutrient. This “mixotrophic” nutritional strategy is perhaps part of the explanation of their ability to flower and set seed in dark 
redwood shade. 

Most Calypso bulbosa plants form only a single flowering shoot, but double and occasionally more flowering shoots can 
infrequently emerge from a single plant. The scapes (flower-bearing stalks) are purplish, and elongate between January and March, 
depending on local climates. The ornate flowers are usually pink, ranging from a rich magenta to bright or light pink, often with 
salmon to orange-tinged pigments in the lower lip. Some populations also have white flowers, not to be confused with senescent 
flowers that lose their pigments as the flowers fade to pale pink or white. The lower lip, with its lines of glassy white thick hairs and 
darker purplish-red veins and spots, form a colorful pouch that inspired the folk name “fairy slipper.” The mature flower variably 
emits a light, sweet floral scent, but it often requires a deep inhalation close to the ground at the right time of day, and stage of 
development, to detect.     Continued page 6
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The vibrantly colored flowers, along with their fragrance, attract and deceive bumblebees to visit 
the flower in vain search for a nectar reward, which Calypso bulbosa does not provide. The only 
reward for bumblebees is the misleading, vibrant floral beauty, and swindled bumblebees learn to 
avoid C. bulbosa flowers after only 1-3 visits. Calypso bulbosa depends on bumblebees to pollinate 
them, even though their pollen is compatible for self-fertilization. Calypso bulbosa seasonal flow-
ering time is synchronized with early bumblebee activity, which requires real floral food resourc-
es nearby in abundance. In our region, winter-flowering manzanitas (Arctostaphylos spp.) and 
huckleberries (Vaccinium ovatum) probably subsidize C. bulbosa pollination by bumblebees. Seed 
capsules form from about a tenth to a third of the flowers in a population, but pollinator limitation 
and fruit set limitation can occur.

Calypso bulbosa as a species has a wide distribution across northern coniferous forests of North 
America, Europe and Asia. The western North American variety, var. occidentalis, ranges from 
Alaska to Idaho, extending south along the California coast ranges to the Santa Cruz Mountains in 

California. On the Mendocino-Sonoma Coast, C. bulbosa illustrates another example of under-reporting and geographic sampling 
bias. The Mendocino County flora (Smith and Wheeler 1991) lists relatively few localities, “mostly between Highway 101 and 
the ocean”, such as Signal Ridge, Mendocino, and east of Gualala. The extensive coastal forestlands privately owned by timber 
companies, however, appear as C. bulbosa voids – even though timber harvest plans for the region often list C. bulbosa as present 
in surveys. In Mendocino County, Calflora records also leave vast gaps in C. bulbosa’s distribution that are not real, but omissions of 
sampling in private lands, especially the south coast.

The Sonoma County flora cited no localities of Calypso bulbosa in northwestern Sonoma County at all! Calflora records for western 
Sonoma County also concentrate few C. bulbosa records along public access of Highway 1, State Parks, plus Sea Ranch, and a 
vineyard development site where surveys were required. The majority of the occupied habitat areas in Sonoma coastal timberlands 
are also almost blank. Historical plant records are not surveys. They are accumulated opportunistic observations. We need more 
reporting of C. bulbosa in DKY territory where suitable habitat occurs. 

The typical habitat of Calypso bulbosa in our region – thick leaf litter layers of well-drained 
coastal conifer forests mixed with tanoaks or oaks, with diverse and abundant fungal 
communities – is also its vulnerability. Timber harvest operations that mechanically disturb 
the forest floor (skidding, yarding, heavy equipment and vehicle operation, slash piling) often 
churn up or compact the duff and litter layer, exposing mineral horizons of the soil profile, or 
burying it in slash piles. At the same time, clear-cuts and “group selection” logging practices 
open up large forest canopy gaps, or remove the canopy entirely, exposing normally moist, 
shaded forest floor habitats to sun, drying, and heating. This altered microclimate and soil 
structure can reduce C. bulbosa populations to random surviving refuges of thick, shaded 
leaf litter. Because C. bulbosa  has no legal protected status, there has never been monitoring 
of population declines after repeated logging with little recovery time for sensitive forest 
floor plants. 

Calypso bulbosa can, however, slowly recolonize second-growth forests over decades if they 
are removed from short logging rotations. I have observed C. bulbosa population recovery 
in “fallowed” clear-cut forest parcels in the Gualala River watershed that were exhaustively 
logged in the late 1960s, then sold as subdivisions. Recovery of C. bulbosa populations began with a few small surviving 
populations on cooler, moist north aspect slopes, slowly expanding in the early 2000s, then proliferating to many new colonies, 
from tens to hundreds of individuals, by the 2020s — despite many severe drought years. Their rebound occurred along with 
similar slow increases in other late-succession redwood forest orchid species, (especially Corallorhiza and Piperia species), as well 
as many native forest floor wildflowers that are also much slower to recover from logging than redwoods themselves. Calypso 
bulbosa provides a good local example of “rest as restoration,” where viable relict populations persist, and the forest ecosystem 
isn’t damaged beyond self-repair.

Conservation of Calypso bulbosa and its associated forest floor orchids along the Mendocino-Sonoma Coast through coming 
decades of climate change and industrial forestry will require more than a handful of State Parks and pocket old-growth 
preserves. It will need to extend to set-aside areas within second-growth forests — internal refugia left minimally disturbed 
to build up populations of very slow-growing plants and fungi, to disperse into recovering forests between logging cycles. This 
biological conservation principle, of course, is not currently a premise of the commercial or nonprofit logging industry plans, or 
the Forest Practices Act. Calypso bulbosa orchids are the perfect poster plant for forest conservation, a companion at the foot of 
revered redwoods. 6Volume 2023 Apr - Jun
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You Can Propagate Knowledge
By Louisa Aronow

Would you like to share your wealth of experience to help create a native plants garden on an Indigenous women-led farm? Xa 
Kako Dile (which translates from Northern Pomo to “Water Through Meadow”) consists of six acres of Northern Pomo peoples’ 
territory, located in what is now otherwise known as Caspar. This non-profit learning farm will be offering delivery of herbal 
Indigenous medicines to tribal families, quarterly gatherings for local Indigenous people and the community, stewardship 
of Indigenous ancestral land with Tribal Ecological Knowledge practices, an organic farm, and a place for the passing on of 
knowledge by Indigenous elders. Xa Kako Dile is eager to include a native plants garden, and would appreciate guidance in this 
project from DKY chapter gardeners. If you would like to join me in visiting Xa Kako Dile, or sharing some started plants, please 
email at midnite@pacific.net or call (707) 280-1443.

It’s All About the Buzz, ‘Bout the Buzz
By Katy Pye

In this crossover 
time — the 
end of an 
unusually cold, 
wet winter and 
the beginning 
of spring — 
plant and 
animal activity 
pushes forward. 
Manzanitas full 

of creamy blooms and vibrant blue 
ceanothus clusters are magnets for 

hungry native bees. Bumble bee (Bombus) queens popped out 
early, busily collecting nectar and pollen provisions for their 
brood nests, only to be forced back underground by yet another 
atmospheric river. Active again, over the next few months, the 
queens will settle into producing worker bees. Various species 
of native bee queens and workers, along with hoverflies and 
other insects, will zip through gardens, forests, and fields intent 
on ensuring the survival of the next generation of themselves 
and their partner plants. Spend time outside observing what’s 
buzzing around. Which natives in your garden support this 
mutual benefit arrangement? 

The CNPS database CalScape (calscape.org) Design and 
Inspiration section has general garden planners and planting 
guides for your area. Search by plant name and learn which 
insects each supports. Bring local plant questions to the DKY 
Wildflower Show, Sat. and Sun June 3 &4 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Coast Life Support District’s Bill Platt Training Center 
meeting room in Gualala. 
(Photo: Andrena on ceanothus by Katy Pye) 

Check Out this Amazing Bee Film
By Louisa Aronow

I thought I was quite knowledgeable about my favorite 
little pollinators, bees. But the world-renowned wildlife 
filmmaker Martin Dohrn revealed that there’s a lot 
more for me to learn about bees in his film, “My Garden 
of a Thousand Bees.” 

While at home during the Covid lockdown in Bristol, 
England, Dohrn spent months befriending and filming 
the bees in his garden. He accomplished this task with 
equipment that could not only get close enough to see 
hairs on a bee’s legs, but slow down their movements 
and sounds for us laggard humans to appreciate. Dohrn 
also observed the individual personalities of bees, who 
watched him as he watched them. He learned that his 
garden hosted not just ten species of wild bees, but 
over sixty, and witnessed the idiosyncrasies of many 
of those species, such as the tendency of male hairy-
footed flower bees (Anthophora plumipes) to drape 
their hairs over a female bee’s eyes during mating. 

Some scenes in Dohrn’s film look like they were pulled 
from a science fiction movie. I’m glad I watched the film 
twice to catch all of the information, beauty, and humor 
— and am eager to watch it again. Lucky for us it’s free 
to access at: www.mygardenofathousandbees.com.

native bee, Andrena, on 
Ceanothus photo Katy Pye
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                            rareplants@dkycnps.org

 INVASIVE PLANTS: Doug Forsell  
                                       djforsell@aol.com

 MEMBERSHIP: Bob Rutemoeller   (707) 884-4426
 NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Lauren Iverson
                                        laureniverson@protonmail.com 
    LAYOUT: Katy Pye
 PLANT SALES: Natasha Lekach 
 PUBLICITY: Susan Wolbarst     
                         wolbarst@pacbell.net

 PROGRAMS: Nancy Morin (temp)
 RARE & ENDANGERED: COORDINATOR 
              Rhiannon Korhummel 
                           rareplants@dkycnps.org

      The Sea Ranch: Amy Ruegg  
                               amyeruegg@gmail.com  
       South Coast - OPEN
       Inland - OPEN
 VEGETATION: Teresa Sholars  vegetation@dkycnps.org
 WEBMASTER:  Jim  Gibson  webmaster@dkycnps.org 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
DOROTHY KING YOUNG CHAPTER

 Membership in the California Native Plant Society is open to all. 
 The task and mission of the Society is to increase awareness, 
 understanding, and appreciation of California native plants. The
 challenge is to preserve their natural habitats through scientific,
 educational, and conservation activities.  Membership includes
 subscriptions to Fremontia, Flora and the chapter newsletter, 
 The Calypso.

 Name______________________________________________
 Address ____________________________________________ 
 City_______________________________ Zip _____________
 Tel. __________________   E-mail     ____________________
 
 Please choose the chapter you wish to join; CNPS will make the
 assignment if none is specified by applicant.
 
 I wish to affiliate with the DKY Chapter ______
 or, other chapter_____________________________
            

 MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY
 
           Student/Fixed Income                $25
           Individual   $50
           Plant Lover   $120
           Supporter    $500
           Patron    $1,000
           Benefactor   $2,500
 

 Make check to: California Native Plant Society & mail to:        
        Bob Rutemoeller, Membership Committee
        DKY Chapter, CNPS PO Box 577 Gualala, Ca 95445 
     
 Next Board Meeting: information, please contact Nancy Morin
 at president@dkycnps.org. All members are welcome to attend
 Board meetings.  Calypso newsletter: please send items to
 editor@ dkycnps.org. If you choose to a mailed version of the
 newsletter, contact Bob Rutemoeller at 884-4426 or 
 brutem@mcn.org. View issues of Calypso at www.dkycnps.org. 
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DKY Printed Newsletter Cost Considerations
By Lauren Iverson & Katy Pye 

Everyone has experienced the ever-rising costs of postage and printing. Currently, the cost of printing and mailing issues of 
Calypso  to the 90 members who’ve requested it has led to DKY subsidizing this member option. Issues average almost $5 a 
person to print and mail. That’s $450/quarter or $1800/year, even though we’ve reduced the number of issues from six to four. 
The Board has discussed various options: reducing the number of issues (already done), charging an additional membership fee 
to those who want issues mailed, printing the mailed copies in all black and white, encouraging members to review whether 
they still want a copy mailed, thus hopefully reducing the number of mailings a year. Perhaps all of these options. 

DKY will run a trial of black & white only for mailed copies later in 2023. The online newsletter will always be in color. If you’d like 
to be removed from the mailed copy list, please let Bob Rutemoeller know: brutem@mcn.org. Comments can be sent to either 
Nancy Morin, DKY President (president@dkycnps.org) or Lauren Iverson, newsletter Editor (laureniverson@protonmail.com). 
Thank you for your membership and for understanding. 


