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The Mendocino Land Trust (MLT) has
announced that a draft of the Strategic Plan
for the California Coastal Trail in Mendocino
County is now available for public review.
This Strategic Plan is a product of their work
over the past several years to establish the
California Coastal Trail (CCT) in Mendocino
County. It was funded by a grant from the
California Coastal Conservancy. The report
was written by Tamira Jones, MLT's former
Coastal Access Program Manager.

The Strategic Plan highlights CCT segments
in Mendocino County, reviews current
conditions of the CCT in Mendocino County,
and offers recommendations for establishing
additional CCT sections. The Mendocino
Coast CCT is broken into fifteen segments in
this Strategic Plan to allow for easy review of
specific sections of the coast.

The draft Strategic Plan will be available
online for public comment until March 31,
2010, whereupon a final revision incorporating
public comment will be completed.

Send comments, questions or suggestions on
the Strategic Plan to
jhall@mendocinolandtrust.org by March 31,
2010. A final version of the Strategic Plan will
be placed online in April 2010.

To review the Strategic Plan, visit the MLT
website at the following link and download the
electronic copy of the document: http://
cts.vresp.com/c/?MendocinoLandTrust/
1d4bal2e7/44d102eb44/2h1305f068/
Coastal_Trail:Strategic_Plan.

¢ Manchester State Park/Stornetta Ranch
section of proposed California Coastal Trall



New Director at Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens
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Ry Southard, photo by Larry Wagner.

Environmental Partnership
Potluck
March 15, 2010

Join with your fellow environmentalists to celebrate our
common efforts and dedication to enhance our
communities and to leave lasting legacies, at a potluck
dinner at 6 p.m., program at 7 p.m., at the Russian
Gulch Recreation Hall on Monday, March 15, 2010.
Mendocino Area Parks Association (MAPA) will host
the potluck with its partners the Dorothy King Young
Chapter of the California Native Plant Society and the
Mendocino Coast Audubon Society. Bring a potluck
dish and your environmentally friendly utensils for an
indoor picnic. MAPA will provide water and non-
alcoholic beverages. You are welcome to bring wine or
beer. Local organizations will give short reports on
their accomplishments in the past year, and a program,
(speaker and topic a surprise), will follow. RSVP to
mapa@mendoparks.org, 937-4700 or 272-5397.

Vernal Pool Conservation
Conference

Vernal Pool Conservation: Research, Progress, and
Problems. Is Recovery Possible? is the title of a
conference organized by AquAlliance Thursday, March

After a nationwide search, the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens has
appointed Ry Southard as its new Executive Director. Southard started
work on February 15. Ry brings a diverse background to the botanical
gardens. He was Executive Director of the Betty Ford Alpine Gardens in
Col orado,
garden. There he was privileged to work with President Gerald Ford and
Mrs. Betty Ford. He has extensive business experience in financial
management, solar power, and small business management. He was
the co-founder and general manager of a financial planning and
management group that was selected as one of the top financial
planning firms in the U.S. by Mutual Funds magazine. He was also
Vice President of a solar panel mounting system company in
Carbondale, Colorado. He has a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree from
the Art Institute of San Francisco. He is also deeply committed to the
environment and served as Executive Director of the Boquet River
ation in Elizabethtown,
conservation. He was the author of an award winning health care reform
business planning grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services and co-founder of United Way of Eagle River Valley in

from 1999 to

r

25, at Sierra Nevada Brewing Company in Chico.
Fieldtrips to explore some magnificent local sites will
take place on Friday, March 26th. Sponsors include the
Rose Foundation, Sierra Nevada Brewing Company,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the California
Department of Fish and Game.

Scholars, agency representatives, and other
professionals will present research and case studies
regarding plant and animal species dependent on the
vernal pool ecosystem, conservation efforts, legal
cases, and management techniques that have been
used to enhance the economic and habitat viability of
certain lands. Ellen Bauder of San Diego State
University will present the keynote address during the
banquet: Science and vernal pool conservation:
research questions, methodologies and applications.
California has lost 95% of the estimated five million
acres of wetlands that were present in the 1780s. (U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service 2000). With the Central Valley
growing at twice the rate as the rest of the state, vernal
pool landscapes continue to be lost at an alarming rate.
The conference will assist planners, ranchers,
conservationists, students, and builders to understand
the importance of the vernal pool ecosystem and what
mechanisms exist or are currently under development
to protect it.

To attend the conference, you may sign up online
at www.aqualliance.net or call (530) 895-9420 to
receive registration materials.
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Presidentds Messa
v by Nancy Morin
( W
\ ,/ | think we have a good start on a year of
\‘( exciting field trips and programs. In order to

serve all of our members better, we will be
having field trips, programs, and Board meetings either
alternating between north and south coast areas or
repeated. Field trips will be the third Saturday of each
month, and programs will be the second Tuesday in the
south coast and the second Wednesday in the north
coast. Board meetings will be the second Thursday of
the month at 2 p.m. March 11 (Fort Bragg), April 8

DKY March
Get - Together Programs

March 9, 6:30 p.m., Gualala Community Center (call
Nancy at 882-2528 if you have questions)

March 10, 6:30 p.m., Mendocino Coast Botanical
Gardens Meeting Room, Fort Bragg (call Mario at
964-4352 ext. 23 if you have questions)

This will be a dessert potluck and a chance to share

pictures of your favorite plants. So bring your favorite

dessert to share. We 6| |
drinks to go with it. Email digital images to
nancy.morin@nau.edu if you would like your photos to

hav

(Point Arena) then alternate months.
We have had an interlude of relative inactivity, so
webdll start with two Agetti

the Environmental Partnership Potluck. The March
programs will provide a chance to socialize with each
other and share photos of our favorite plants or

|l andscapes. I n April wedol
the State Parks as they face the many challenges of
managing vast natural areas.

The Northern California
Botanists Third Annual
Symposi um,
Treasures in Northern
California 8 Whaté s a't
St a khighlighted how lucky
we are to have both fabulous
plants and dedicated
A\~ botanists working to
and protect them. There were 33+ talks
and 35 posters presented, and several hundred
attendees. Climate change was a major topic, of
course. S. Harrison and colleagues reported changes
in serpentine ecosystems consistent with a warmer,
drier climate, including lower frequencies of species
with broad thin leaves, fewer with a northern origin, and
more species typically found on warm, south-facing
slopes. C. R. Dolanc reported increased abundance of
small trees and decreased abundance of large trees in
high-elevation conifers in the central Sierra Nevada
since the early 1930s. Several talks broadened our
knowledge of bryophytes in northern California. Others
provided innovative ideas for engaging youngsters in
learning about the natural world. Teresa Sholars urged
teachers to use field trips to energize students and to
help them understand the roles plants play as part of
ecosystemsandint he st udentsdo |

i ve

S

be put into a power-point (say whether they are for the
Fort Bragg or Gualala meeting), or bring them on a

fash-driveor KD) & BfinghsiRies® P T 0ogr ams

and

DKY March Field Trip

l earn what i s happeni nﬁ in
March 20, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Glass Beach. Meet at the
ocean end of Elm Street in Fort Bragg.
Field Trip Leader: Lori Hubbart (and maybe Teresa
Sholars).

fiBot aBﬁiqg:Cvgqter, lunch, clothing for variable weather.

This is your chance to hunt the wild Blennosperma
nanum, and see other early wildflowers in this very
special habitat.

DKY April Program

April 13, Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Gualala Community
Center

April 14 , Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Russian Gulch
Recreation Hall

Renee Pasquinelli , California State Parks Senior
Environment al Scientist, wil
Natur al Areas i n State Parks
learn what opportunities and challenges our botanists in

the State Parks are encountering.

DKY April Field Trips

April 17 (Saturday) and April 29 (Thursday), 9:30 a.m.
Jenner Headlands, lead by the Sonoma Land Trust.
The April 17 trip is with the Milo Baker Chapter of
CNPS'F}he Aqril 29 tgip isciugtng\§ Chapter. Thisis a

: Q €T S . i
Copios a5 a1 ver somssiosCamanar n (50 RO el Sanding an duerse
I ndian Basket Weaverso by C ceE"?i%II %gd?%r{bgtezrri g Thr ooli[lnois ssé ial
AUnusual Aquatic Floras of gp%e Ioiefm'kq P> g plllo%aef.l rlgar k
Regiono by A. Colwell and chffeedicf garigspape, Caloreall Nancy

: Morin (§85—§5§'8, nancy. orln&)Xau.edu) to register for

documented more than 100 new populations of rare
species in their survey). It was a great meeting and |
was proud and grateful to be in the company of so
many wonderful botanists.

the field trips and get instructions for where to meet.
Bring water, lunch, and clothing for variable weather.
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Fetid Adder 6s Texchhgrhiregger of sprinvg

Scoliopus bigelovii, fetid adders-tongue or slink pod, is one of our
earliest blooming wonders. If its flowers seem reminiscent of Tricyrtis,
an Asian genus commonly grown in woodland gardens, that is because
they are related. Our native Calochortus, Scoliopus, Prosartes (fairy
bells), Streptopus (twisted stalk), and the Asian Tricyrtis have been put
in the family Calochortaceae by some authors. Scoliopus has thin
rhizomes as well as thick contractile roots, which anchor the
subterranean stems. Each plant usually produces two broad, shiny,
dark green leaves. The flower serves as three independent pollination
units, similar to Iris flowers. The somewhat stinky flowers are pollinated
by fungal gnats, well-adapted to the shady redwood forest floor where
flowers may be thinly scattered and high-energy pollinators like bees are
few. In fruit the pedicels twist, thrusting the capsules to the ground,
where antsd which are actually interested in the food-bearing
elaiosomes on the seedsd are the main dispersers. The plants can
live to at least 20 years old. There are only two species in Scoliopus.

The other one, S. hallii, occurs in the coastal mountains and Cascade Scoliopus bigelovii |Ong the Salal Creek on
Range in Oregon. i Nancy R. Morin The Sea Ranch. Photo by Mary Hunter.
rrr
Remembering Reid Mor an

California lost one of its botanical giants with the death of Reid V.
Moran on January 21, 2010 in Clearlake. Reid lived in Round Valley
for a while and was a member of the DKY Chapter. He was born
June 30, 1916, in Los Angeles, grew up in Pasadena, earned a B.S.
in Biology from Stanford Universit
botany from Cornell University in 1942, and a doctorate from the
University of California, Berkeley, in 1951. He was a flight navigator
from 1942 to 1946 in the Armed Air Forces and was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross after his aircraft was shot down over
Yugoslavia during World War II.

Reid was curator of botany at the San Diego Natural History
Museum for 25 years, during which he did intensive studies of
Crassulaceae and a comprehensive flora of Guadalupe Island, a
volcanic island 250 miles south of San Diego. Jane Goodall, noted
ant hropologist, called Reid fia sor
explorationd and noted that he spe
sequenceofthe destruction of (Guadal upe

richness that yet remained. 0 Rei d
and collected plants throughout the western U.S. with emphasis in
r'l 4 " Baja California, but one of his main loves was Dudleya. He moved
 _.wt i i1 tonorthern California in the 1980s, using the herbaria at Sonoma

State University and Callfornla Academy of Sciences to continue his work. The San Diego Natural History Museum
Botany Department has scanned his field books and made them available online, along with many of his
photographs, images of herbarium specimens, and maps of Baja California. Reid was an indefatigable field botanist
and explored areas that were accessible only by donkey. He found and described hundreds of new species. He
had a dry and ready wit and was a delight to be with. In addition to his botanical interests he was a longtime
member of the San Diego Folk Song Society and had an interest in Australian and English folk songs. His daughter,
Jenna Moran, is an aide to Congressman Mike Thompson and lives in Washington, D.C.d Nancy R. Morin
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SOD Impacts Collection of Bumper Coast Redwood Seed Crop
Feature Story from December 2009 California Oak Mortality Task Force (COMTF)
http://www.suddenoakdeath.org/html/current newsletter.htmi

Coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) seed
production, like that of most conifer species, is periodic
and irregular. This year, for the first time since 1985,
there is an abundant redwood cone crop in Mendocino
County, with cone production the heaviest in areas that
were directly impacted by 2008 fires.

Phytophthora ramorum regulations now must be
incorporated into the seed collection process. Enacted
to help prevent inadvertent transport of the pathogen,
the regulations require that redwood needles and twigs
be treated or removed from cones prior to leaving the
guarantine area. Since the cones and seeds of
redwood are live and perishable, treatments such as
heat (temperatures above 46 degrees C) and sterilizing
agent dips (bleach) are impractical because they are
damaging to the seed's vital tissues. Therefore, the
only effective method of compliance is cone clipping, or
removing all plant parts from the cone.

The clipping process has time constraints and is
labor intensive. Coast redwood cones are quite small
(~1.5-2.5 cm length), and there are thousands of
redwood cones per bushel. Clipping each cone at the
apex requires many workers since one worker can
generally only clip 1-2 bushels per 8-hour day
depending on proper tool use and experience level.
Correct timing of collections is essential. Quality seed
comes from fully ripened cones, and there is a very
short window (often one week or less) in which to
collect cones once they are mature, yet before the
scales open and shed their seed. In addition, once
cones are removed from a tree, they immediately begin
to dry and start to open. It is imperative to complete
clipping before the cones open to avoid mixing the seed
with debris.

Redwood cone collection in Mendocino County this
year has ranged from 50-200 bushels per lot and,
depending on lot size, can take weeks to clip. For
example, last year, Cal Fire collected 74 bushels of
redwood cones on Soquel Demonstration State Forest
in Santa Cruz County. Utilizing nursery and forest staff

r

plus five days of work by a 12-person Conservation
Camp crew, it took more than six days to clip all cones
from the small branches and twigs. Mendocino
County's redwood collection target for this season is

200-300 bushels. Depending on labor force availability
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Sequoia sempervirens, Coast Redwood. Photo by
Charles Webber, California Academy of Sciences.

and duration, cooperators may pay up to $5760 per day
for a week or more of clipping cones, or approximately
$135 per bushel.

This year's bumper crop replenished the seed
reserve, and will likely supply Mendocino's Cooperative
redwood seed needs for the next 15-20 years.
Abundant coast redwood seed crops are rare, and
healthy, local seed reserves are essential to preserving
the genetic integrity of California's redwood forests.

The National Park Service, Pacific Coast Science

and Learning Center , has produced a "Sudden Oak
Death: Battling an Invasive Disease" video. The ten-
minute documentary explores the story of Phytophthora
ramorum, documenting the history of the disease,
describing its pathology, and explaining measures that
can be taken to help prevent its spread. To access the
video, go to YouTube at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lewpMtlosPI .

r

Conservation News
by Lori Hubbart, Conservation Chair

Proposals for construction of a cell tower and
development of a waste transfer site on different areas
of Mendocino Pygmy Forest have thrust this rare,
unique and very local vegetation type, into the news.

Verizon cell tower : DKY wrote a letter to the
Mendocino County Planning Commission explaining
that this Coastal Zone project was in an
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA). The
project documentation that was sent to DKY made it
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clear that Bolander pine and Mendocino cypress were
growing together on the site, making it pygmy forest.

The presence of rare plants makes the site an
ESHA. Pygmy forest (i.e., Mendocino Cypress
Alliance) is also
thanks to a lawsuit by the Sierra Club in 1983.

When the Planning Commission approved the
project anyway, the only thing for us to do was to
appeal this project to the Coastal Commission. We
were in good company, since other appellants were a
group of local residents and two Coastal
Commissioners. The project was scheduled for a
Coastal Commission meeting in February, but the
project proponent, Verizon, had the right to ask for
postponement, and did so. In March we expect a site
visit from Coastal Commission staff and Verizon

personnel. DKY advised the Commission that there is

no way to interpret the Coastal Act in a manner that
would make this project allowable.

Indeed, due to complexities of the earlier lawsuit,
pygmy forest in the Coastal Zone is considered an
farea of deferred

County. Chapter Rare Plant Chair, Teresa Sholars,
and | toured the three alternate project sites at the
invitation of the landowner. One of those sites seems
much better suited for the project, with no apparent
ESHA or rare plant issues. To be continued.

New waste transfer site : This project is championed
by the City of Fort Bragg and Mendocino County, who
have cleverly chosen a site outside the Coastal Zone,

but unfortunately containing pygmy forest. The Pygmy

Forest Working Group is hoping to tour the site to

certi fi
should go directly to the Commission, rather than to the

¢ ante\}vs%tﬂer? coftifu

assess the condition of the pygmy forest there. Then
we can make a recommendation as to how
conservationists should approach this project.

We also hope to use various outreach techniques to

wonder and value of our Mendocino cypress forests.
State CNPS News

Horticulture Committeei Whi | e it 6s
that CNPS now has both a Conservation Director and a
Development Director, we also have an active and
expanded Horticulture Committee. Landscaping with
native plants is a hot topic these days, and the
members of this state committee are eager to take a
lead role. Nascent projects include: A weblog (blog) to
be written and updated by several committee members;
a horticulture database where users would answer a
set of questions about their location and garden site to
get an automatically generated list of appropriate
plants; continued dgvelo ment of a gardening e-

section on the state website; develop training programs
for the landscape and nursery industries; develop
education programs for K-12 students to go along with
school garden programs. Last but not least is the goal
of raising enough funds to hire a Horticulture Program
Director.

Wow, thatdés a | ot to get
we will reach a day when homeowners, gardeners and
landscape professionals know, understand and happily
use native plants.d0 Lori Hubbart

rr

VEGETATION NEWS
by Rhiannon Korhummel, Vegetation Chair

Pygmy Cypress, photo by Charles Webber, CAS.

I recently had a chance to take a good look at the new
Manual of California Vegetation by John Sawyer, Todd
Keeler-Wolf and Julie Evens. It is basically like a
scripture for vegetation people because it describes all
known vegetation types in the state of California. The
emphasis here is known, because, even though there
are 350 alliances described, many are still undescribed.
| found a few interesting tidbits to write about. Just to
refresh your minds, the book uses the term alliance like
the term genus. Itis a broader description of plants at
a location. For example there is a Callitropsis
(Cupressus) pigmaea (see note, below, about names)
alliance which is one alliance describing our pygmy
forest. In a location described as this you will find the
dominant top layer to be Callitropsis pigmaea. Within
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